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Prussia, " Professor Gneist, the great historian
of the English Parliament, prepared a memoir
on the subject of local government. ... He
pointed out that the imitations on the continent
of the English parliamentary system had in
most cases been unsuccessful, because the
institutions which stood at the top of the
British form of government had alone been
copied, while there had been no attempt to
adopt those which lay at the base of the
structure. He declared that the whole English
system rested on the organisation of the local
bodies. . . . Bismarck adopted these views,
and .... remodelled the local government
on the lines suggested by G-neist."1

Interest in local administration is usually
slow in developing, owing to the circumstance
that devotion to the everyday needs of the
community seldom brings the notoriety that
accompanies more striking, even though less
socially beneficial, activities on the stage of
imperial politics. In India the local side
of political life is still in its infancy. " The

1  Prof. A. L. Lowell, Governments and Parties in Con-
tinental Europe, 1896, Vol. I. pp. 309, 310.

2  Moral and Material Progress of India, 1908-9, p. 105.
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